
(Effective until July 1, 2020)

WAC 51-56-1500  Chapter 15—Alternate water sources for nonpota-
ble applications.
1501.1.1 Allowable use of Alternative Water. Where approved or re-
quired by the authority having jurisdiction, alternate water sources 
(reclaimed (recycled) water, gray water and on-site treated nonpotable 
water) shall be permitted to be used in lieu of potable water for the 
applications identified in this chapter. Reclaimed (recycled) water 
shall not be used to flush toilets or for other indoor use in any res-
idential property or dwelling unit where residents have access to 
plumbing systems for repairs or modifications.
1501.2 System Design. Alternate water source systems shall be designed 
in accordance with this chapter by a registered design professional or 
person who demonstrates competency to design the alternate water 
source system as required by the authority having jurisdiction. Compo-
nents, piping, and fittings used in an alternate water source system 
shall be listed.
1501.7 Minimum Water Quality Requirements. The minimum water quality 
for alternate water source systems shall meet the applicable water 
quality requirements for the intended application as determined by the 
authority having jurisdiction. In the absence of water quality re-
quirements, the EPA/625/R-04/108 contains recommended water reuse 
guidelines to assist regulatory agencies develop, revise, or expand 
alternate water source water quality standards.

The treatment for gray water used to flush toilets or urinals 
shall be oxidized, coagulated, filtered and disinfected, and be con-
sistent at all times with Washington Class A reclaimed water or better 
and be approved by the authority having jurisdiction.
1501.11.2.3 Discovery of Cross-Connection. In the event that a cross-
connection is discovered, the following procedure, in the presence of 
the AHJ, shall be activated immediately:

(1) Reclaimed (recycled) water piping to the building shall be 
shutdown at the meter, and the reclaimed (recycled) water riser shall 
be drained.

(2) Potable water piping to the building shall be shutdown at the 
meter.

(3) The cross-connection shall be uncovered and disconnected.
(4) The building shall be retested following procedures listed in 

Sections 1501.11.2.1 and 1501.11.2.2.
(5) The potable water system shall be chlorinated with 50 parts-

per-million (ppm) chlorine for twenty-four hours.
(6) The potable water system shall be flushed after twenty-four 

hours, and a standard bacteriological test for drinking water shall be 
performed by a laboratory certified for drinking water in Washington 
state. Where test results are satisfactory to the authority having ju-
risdiction, health authority having jurisdiction, and the water pur-
veyor, the potable water system shall be permitted to be recharged. 
See also chapter 246-290 WAC.
1501.13.1 General. An abandoned system or part thereof covered under 
the scope of this chapter shall be disconnected from remaining sys-
tems, drained, plugged, and capped in an approved manner. Components 
of the abandoned system including, but not limited to, pipe, tubing, 
fittings, and valves shall not be used for potable water systems.
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1502.0 Gray Water Systems, is not adopted. Gray water shall not be 
used for irrigation except as permitted by the department of health 
rules.
1503.4 Connection to Potable or Reclaimed (Recycled) Water Systems. 
Reclaimed (recycled) water systems shall have no connection to a pota-
ble water supply or alternate water source system. Potable water is 
permitted to be used as makeup water for a reclaimed (recycled) water 
storage tank provided the water supply inlet is protected by an ap-
proved air gap in accordance with this code.
1504.1 General. The provisions of this section shall apply to the in-
stallation, construction, alteration, and repair of on-site treated 
nonpotable water systems intended to supply uses such as water clos-
ets, urinals, trap primers for floor drains and floor sinks, and other 
uses approved by the authority having jurisdiction.
1504.7 On-Site Treated Nonpotable Water Devices and Systems. Devices 
or equipment used to treat nonpotable water for on-site use in order 
to maintain the minimum water quality requirements determined by the 
authority having jurisdiction shall be listed or labeled (third-party 
certified) by a listing agency (accredited conformity assessment body) 
or approved for the intended application. Devices or equipment used to 
treat gray water or sewage for use in water closet and urinal flush-
ing, surface irrigation, and similar applications shall oxidize, coag-
ulate, filter and disinfect the gray water or sewage, and be consis-
tent at all times with Washington Class A reclaimed water or better 
and be approved by the authority having jurisdiction.
1504.10.2 Reserved.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 19.27.031 and 19.27.074. WSR 16-02-044, § 
51-56-1500, filed 12/30/15, effective 7/1/16.]

(Effective July 1, 2020)

WAC 51-56-1500  Chapter 15—Alternate water sources for nonpota-
ble applications.
1501.1 Applicability. The provisions of this chapter and the Washing-
ton state department of health shall apply to the construction, alter-
ation, and repair of alternate water source systems for nonpotable ap-
plications.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 19.27.031 and 19.27.074. WSR 20-02-072, § 
51-56-1500, filed 12/26/19, effective 7/1/20; WSR 16-02-044, § 
51-56-1500, filed 12/30/15, effective 7/1/16.]
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